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The Holden House, home of the Flagler County Historical Society, is located on the north side of SR 100 (204 East Moody Boulevard) between Church and Pine Streets in Bunnell. The Building occupies Lot 12 of Block 134 of the original town plat. It is situated across Moody Boulevard from the old Flagler County Courthouse. 



















The circa 1918 Holden House was constructed by Samuel Merwin Bortree for his daughter, Ethel Lura Bortree and her husband, Tom Edward Holden. Holden was the town pharmacist and actively involved in local business, civic and political affairs




The Holden’s raised their two daughters, Altajane and Eleanor (called Tommie) in the house, and continued to reside there until the 1970’s.  The room to the east of the living room was used for their music room. The sun porch was added during the mid-1930’s and Mrs. Holden had the floor of the porch painted in bright colors depicting the sun rising. 







Video of Eleanor Holden Schutt with memories of her home.



The kitchen is much the same except for the addition of a modern stove and refrigerator. The room off the kitchen was originally used as Mrs. Holden’s sewing room and a play room for the children. The bathroom downstairs was added in later years. Upstairs, the house, when built, had one of the few indoor bathrooms in Bunnell and it boasted a tiled floor using the small hexagon shaped tiles such as the design used in the Holden Drugstore. The bedroom on the west side upstairs was Tommie’s bedroom and the room at the north side upstairs was Altajane’s bedroom. The upstairs front room was the Holden’s bedroom and opened to a screened porch




When the house was built the front gable over the front porch was inset with pieces of apothecary bottles. When the sun porch was added the gable there was inset with antique colored glass, old pieces of dishes and even an automobile tail light or two thrown in for good measure. The house is partly furnished as it would have been in the 1920’s with the Society on a quest for additional period furniture having Flagler County connections.




In addition to managing the Holden House Museum, The Flagler County Historical Society operates a museum and a unique research library in an annex behind the house. The annex contains clothing, furniture and other artifacts of early Flagler County along with many fine collections including bound volumes of The Flagler Tribune, 1918-1980; copies of the Bunnell Home Builder, 1912-1918; early Florida, St Johns and Flagler County maps; over 125 matted and framed photographs of the early years; over 6,000 alphabetized obituaries published in area newspaper; individual files on early Flagler; individual files with information on Flagler places and organizations; and a searchable computer family database of over 235,000 names from Northern Florida and Southern Georgia.




Magazine article on “Prominent Hall Clock in Holden House”




THE HOLDEN HOUSE CENTENNIAL (1918 – 2018) by Randy Jaye

Holden House Renovations 2010 by Siding Industries of North Florida




Historical Photographs of the Holden House 
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  Holden House Under Construction – Front Porch – ca. 1917
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  Holden House Under Construction – Front & West Side – ca. 1917



[image: ]Holden House Under Construction – Front & East Side – ca. 1917



[image: ]Holden House – Front View – ca. 1930s 



[image: ]Holden House – South Side, Yard and Detached Garage during Flood – ca. 1944



[image: ]Holden House – Front & Street Scene during Flood – ca. 1944



[image: ]Holden House – Front & South View during Flood – ca. 1944



[image: ]Holden House – Full East Side View with Florida Room – ca. late 1940s



[image: ]Holden House – East Side View with Yard and Detached Garage at far right – ca. late 1940s



[image: ]Holden House – Altajane, Tom and Eleanor Holden in front of the Florida Room – ca. late 1940s 



[image: ]Holden House – Southeast View with intact inset pieces of colorful glass apothecary bottles – ca. 2011 



[image: ]Holden House – South Side Gable View with colorful pieces of inset Glass – ca. 2017



[image: ]Holden House – Full South Side View with Plywood over the Kitchen Window (the window was broken by Hurricane Matthew and has since been replaced) – ca. 2017



[image: ]Holden House – Full Southeast View (the front gable has roofing paper covering the area as Hurricane Matthew knocked the inset pieces of colorful glass apothecary bottles off the house) – ca. 2017




A special collection was prepared by the Flagler County History society and is now on display at the Flagler County Administration building including pieces of china used by early resident General Jose Mariano Hernandez to entertain in Washington while he was a delegate to the 17th Congress (1822-1823) and some recreational items used by Henry Mason Cutting at his “Cherokee Grove” Lodge now known as the Princess Place.  Hernandez Collection


                
                    [image: ]
                

                
                    Author: FCHS

                    

                

            

Related Posts:
	[image: Doll House Move To FCHS]Doll House Move To FCHS
	[image: Doll House Dedication Saturday June 12]Doll House Dedication Saturday June 12
	[image: Flagler County at crossroads: Community or Concrete Jungle?]Flagler County at crossroads: Community or Concrete Jungle?
	[image: Flagler County History Books]Flagler County History Books






	Skip back to main navigation





		
	



	 




 Search 





















Become a Member!
			Join the Flagler County Historical Society! Membership Benefits



		

About Us


OPEN: Monday through Saturday 10 AM to 3 PM
by appointment.


Physical:  204 E Moody Blvd, Bunnell, FL 32110
Mailing:   PO Box 87, Bunnell, FL 32110
Phone: (386) 437-0600
Email: [email protected]


Take a Ride on the History Bus
			



Space is limited! Sign up today to reserve your seat! Read more about “Take a Ride on the History Bus”»







		

Upcoming Events
			There are no upcoming events.



		
Recent Posts
01 Apr History Update April 2024

From History Academy to the Silver Screen, Zepp Develops New Dating Technique

Continue reading “History Update April 2024”…

18 Mar History Update March 2024

2024 Annual Meet, Exhibit at Library, Coontie plant, Minorcan ancestors Trek for Ryan Brennan with FCHS, Ximenez-Fatio Museum tours Flagler

Continue reading “History Update March 2024”…

18 Mar History Update February 2024

Civil Rights 60 years, Shirley Chisholm, report 2024 projects, Art Mural District, Long Leaf Pine,Stuart Moreau collection, Legend of Donnie Brock, Annual Meeting

Continue reading “History Update February 2024”…

18 Mar History Update January 2024

2024 planning, Preston Zepp restores, Marineland fire unit, Diane Marquis legacy, Brick Roads and Fried bologna, History Academy, Prickley Pear Cactus, Historian interviews, Sisco Deen Research Library

Continue reading “History Update January 2024”…

03 Dec History Update December 2023

40th anniversary, Palm Coast , Decorating a tree, special guests at Holden House, Sisco Deen Research Library, new History Shuttle, Bill Ryan Day  was Nov. 17th, History Academy, touring FCSO law museum, and About Persimmons.

Continue reading “History Update December 2023”…
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		About FCHS
			The mission of the Flagler County Historical Society is to promote historical and cultural research and education for the benefit of the community.
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